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SUBJECT JACQUES PELLETIER, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
EDUCATION 


SENATOR JACQUES PELLETIER, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
EDUCATION AND ONE OF THE FEW NEW FACES IN THE RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED BARRE GOVERNMENT, HAS BEHIND HIM, AT 48, OVER 
A QUARTER CENTURY OF CONTINUOUS, NIMBLE, AND MOSTLY 
SUCCESSFUL POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 


BORN AUGUST 1, 1929, PELLETIER WAS ELECTED MAYOR OF HIS 
BIRTHPLACE, VILLERS-EN-PRAYERES, AT 24, A MEMBER OF 
THE DEPARTMENTAL COUNCIL OF L'AISNE AT 29, AND ITS 
PRESIDENT AT 35. HE WAS, AT 37, THE YOUNGEST MEMBER 
OF THE FRENCH SENATE UPON HIS ELECTION TO THAT BODY IN 
1966. 


AFTER ENTERING THE SENATE AS A CONSERVATIVE SOCIALIST 
(GAUCHE DEMOCRATIQUE), MR. PELLETIER JOINED JEAN 
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LECANUET’S DEMOCRATIC CENTER PARTY IN 1969, AND BECAME 
A CLOSE COLLABORATOR OF LECANUET AND PARTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL PIERRE ABELIN. HE WAS MADE THE PARTY'S VICE 
PRESIDENT IN 1970. HIS EFFORTS TO CREATE A RESPONSIBLE 
OPPOSITION OF CENTRISTS LED HIM TO BREAK PROGRESSIVELY 
WITH THE CD IN 1974 WHEN A MAJORITY OF THE PARTY'S 
LEADERS DECIDED TO SUPPORT THE CANDIDACY OF VALERY 
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GISCARD D'ESTAING. HE THEN JOINED IN THE CREATION OF 
A CENTRIST GROUP WHICH, DURING THE SECOND ROUND OF THE 
1974 ELECTIONS, DECLARED ITSELF IN FAVOR OF FRANCOIS 
MITTERRAND. 

LATER IN 1974 HE PARTICIPATED IN AN ATTEMPT TO ENLARGE 
THE MOVEMENT OF LEFT RADICALS (MRG) WITH CENTRISTS AND 
GAULLISTS IN OPPOSITION, BUT BROKE OFF NEGOTIATIONS 
WHEN MRG LEADER ROBERT FAB RE TURNED DOWN GISCARD'S 
PROPOSAL TO MEET WITH OPPOSITION SPOKESMEN. IN MAY, 

1975, HE WAS CO-FOUNDER OF A "REASONABLE AND RESPON- 
SIBLE" OPPOSITION TO THE MAJORITY KNOWN AS THE COMMITTEE 
OF ACTION FOR SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. IN 1976, HOWEVER, TO 
KEEP HIS POSITION AS PRESIDENT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL 
COUNCIL OF L'AISNE, HE CAMPAIGNED UNDER THE BANNER OF 
THE MAJORITY. IN 1977 , HE JOINED WITH THREE SECRETAR- 
IES OF STATE (CENTRISTS) IN ESTABLISHING THE CARREFOUR 
SOCIAL-DEMOCRATE - AN ORGANIZATION FORMED TO AID 
GISCARD IN HIS DESIRE FOR A DIALOGUE WITH THE CENTER/ 

LEFT. 

PELLETIER IS HIGHLY REGARDED BOTH IN PARIS AND IN HIS 
HOME DEPARTMENT OF L'AISNE AND IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH LEADERS AT ALL LEVELS AND OF 
MOST PERSUASIONS. HE IS KNOWN TO BE A STRONG ADVOCATE 
OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION AND OF REGIONALISM IN FRANCE. 
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PELLETIER WAS NOMINATED THREE TIMES AS AN IV GRANTEE 
BETWEEN 1970 AND 1974, BUT FAMILY HEALTH AND THEN THE 
PRESS OF POLITICS PREVENTED HIS ACCEPTING THE INVITA- 
TION. MISSION OFFICERS WHO MET WITH HIM AT THAT TIME 
REPORTED HIM TO BE "ONE OF THE YOUNGER, MORE INTELLI- 
GENT, MORE DYNAMIC MEMBERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER 
PARTY" WITH A BRIGHT POLITICAL FUTURE. IN PLANNING 
THE IV PROGRAM, HE CHOSE THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM, ALONG WITH U.S. POLITICS AND AGRICULTURE, AS 
HIS PRIORITY INTERESTS. HE FINALLY DID GET TO THE 
U.S. LAST YEAR, WITH A GROUP OF MEMBERS OF THE AISNE 
GENERAL COUNCIL. 

PELLETIER WAS EDUCATED AT THE LYCEE DE SAILLY, PARIS, 

AND THE ECOLE SUPERIEURE D'AGRICULTURE IN ANGERS. 

HE IS CLASSIFIED PROFESSIONALLY AS A FARMER AND OWNS 
A FARM MANAGED BY A YOUNGER BROTHER. HE HAS FIVE 
CHILDREN. HIS ENGLISH IS POOR. 

HARTMAN 
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